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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 22-44 are currently pending in this application. Original claims 1-21 , have 
been cancelled by applicant's amendments. Newly submitted claims 22 through 44 are 
examined. 

2. Applicant's arguments, filed March 20, 2007, with respect to claims 22, 30, 31 
and 38, have been fully considered and are persuasive. The objection and the rejection 
of September 20, 2007, have been withdrawn. 

However, claims 22-44 are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
Therefore, this Office action is non-final. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 22 through 44 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Motoyama (USP 6,330,628), in view of Otsuka et al. (USP 6,700,674). 
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With respect to claim 22, Motoyama teaches a facsimile system (as shown in fig 
2) comprising: an optical scanning device having a facsimile button (a copier/facsimile 
device of fig 1 , having a button col. 5, lines 37-44), a computer (26 of fig 1 ) having a 
communication port connected to said optical scanning device (scanner 194 of fig 3, via 
system bus 186 of fig 3) and a plurality of communication gateways (multi-port 
communication interface 166 of fig 3, col.6, lines 19-25) connected to said computer 
(170 of fig 3); and a facsimile (fig 1 ) module having a driver, (CPU 160 of fig 3) a 
communication management program ( col. 5, lines 22-29, a read only memory 164 
stores the program code used to run the system as shown in fig 3, col.5, lines 25-30), 
are each used to initiate or drive by association with respective hard ware and software 
application of computer system (a control system 26 of fig 1 , is includes a hardware 
found in general purpose computer, col. 4, lines 27-34), and a communication subroutine 
capable supporting said communication gateways, gateway (multi-port communication 
l/F 166 of fig 4, which includes 224, 226, 228 and 230 fig 4, communication device 159 
of fig 7, may be modem or network). 

Although Motoyama teaches the communication management program (as 
shown in fig 3, a read only memory 164 stores the program code used to run the 
system, col.5, lines 25-30), Motoyama fail expressly to teach automatically detecting the 
plurality of communication gateways, and is further capable of determining a priority of 
each of the plurality of communication gateways. 

Otsuka et al., in the same area of facsimile communication apparatus (as shown 
in fig 1 ), teaches automatically detecting the plurality of communication gateways, and 
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is further capable of determining a priority of each of the plurality of communication 
gateways (at least two communication route, col. 12, lines 55-60). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have modified the imaging apparatus of Motoyama 
to include: automatically detecting the plurality of communication gateways, and is 
further capable of determining a priority of each of the plurality of communication 
gateways. 

It would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have modified Motoyama's communication system by the 
teaching of Otsuka (674) for the reason that in order to have a communication with 
different communication protocol at the same time, and it would have allowed users to 
determine the communication protocol and format of the incoming and outgoing 
communication, so that it is parsed according to format which has been determined. 

With respect to claim 23, Motoyama teaches a facsimile system (fax system of fig 1) 
wherein said facsimile button is a button (button of fig 1, on operation panel). 

With respect to claim 24, Motoyama teaches a facsimile system (fax system of fig 1) 
wherein said facsimile button is a click button (button of fig 1, on operation panel). 

With respect to claim 25, Motoyama teaches a facsimile system (fax system of fig 1) 
wherein said communication gateway is a modem (RS-232 interface 228 of fig 4). 
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With respect to claim 26, Motoyama teaches a facsimile system (fax system of fig 1) 
wherein said communication gateway is an Internet connection, (LAN interface 230 of 
fig 4). 

With respect to claim 27, Motoyama teaches a facsimile system (fax system of fig 1), 
wherein said communication management program (CPU 160 of fig 3) is capable of 
determining the type of said communication gateways, (interface 224 226, 228 and 230 
of fig 4) and is further capable of establishing a connection from said communication 
subroutine (170, 168A, 168B of fig 4) to one or more of said communication gateways. 

With respect to claim 28, Motoyama teaches facsimile system (system of fig 1), 
wherein said communication management program is capable .of detecting the 
availability of said communication gateways (interface 220 of fig 4) and is therefore 
capable of determining the type of said communication gateways (col. 6, lines 30-35). 

With respect to claim 29, Motoyama (628) teaches a facsimile system (fax system 
of fig 1), wherein said communication management program is capable of detecting the 
availability and data transmission rate of said communication gateways (interface 
shown in fig 4) and is further capable of determining a communication gateway with the 
highest data transmission rate (col. 6, lines 30-35). 
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With respect to claim 30, Motoyama (628) teaches a facsimile system (as shown 
in fig 1 ), comprising: a driver capable of driving a scanner to acquire an image of a 
document (CPU 160 of fig 3, drive the copy machine of fig 1); an Internet 
communication ^program (LAN interface of fig 4) capable of transmitting information via 
Internet (via 170 of fig 4); a MODEM communication program (RS-232 interface of fig 
4); an ISDN communication program (ISDN interface 226 of fig 4); and a communication 
management program, (col. 5, lines 21-29) capable of selecting a communication gate 
from the plurality of detected communication gateways (multi communication interface 
166 of fig 4) interface capable of establishing a connection from a communication 
subroutine to said selected communication gateway capable of executing said driver for 
acquiring said image, (scanned image by scanner 194 of fig 3) capable of storing said 
image and further capable of activating said communication subroutine to conduct 
facsimile function (fig 1 ). 

Although Motoyama teaches the communication management program (as 
shown in fig 3, a read only memory 164 stores the program code used to run the 
system, col. 5, lines 25-30), Motoyama fail expressly to teach determining a priority of . 
each of the plurality of communication gateways. 

Otsuka et al., in the same area of facsimile communication apparatus (as shown 
in fig 1 ), teaches determining a priority of each of the plurality of communication 
gateways, (at least two communication route, col. 12, lines 55-60). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have modified the imaging apparatus of Motoyama 
to include: determining a priority of each of the plurality of communication gateways. 

It would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have modified Motoyama's communication system by the 
teaching of Otsuka (674) for the reason that in order to have a communication with 
different communication protocol at the same time, and it would have allowed users to 
determine the communication protocol and format of the incoming and outgoing 
communication, so that it is parsed according to format which has been determined. 

With respect to claim 31, Motoyama teaches a method, (fig 1-4) comprising: 
detecting a plurality of communication gateways, (multi-port communication l/F 166 3 
and 4, which includes 224, 226, 228 and 230 fig 4), receiving an indication to activate a 
facsimile operation, (step 302, receive initial communication wherein the indication 
activate the facsimile operation is received in response at least is part to a user, col.1 1 , 
lines 15-20) pushing a facsimile button (operation panel 174 including copy button) on a 
scanner, col. 5, lines 35-44); automatically performing the facsimile operation, 
(operational panel 174 of fig 3) wherein the facsimile operation comprises delivering an 
image captured at the scanner to a receiving device coupled to one of the detected 
communication gateways (multi-port communication l/F 166 3 and 4, which includes 
224, 226, 228 and 230 fig 4). 
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Motoyama fail expressly to teach determining a priority of each of the plurality of 
communication gateways. 

Otsuka et al., in the same area of facsimile communication apparatus (as shown 
in fig 1 ), teaches determining a priority of each of the plurality of communication 
gateways, (at least two communication route, col. 12, lines 55-60). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have modified the imaging apparatus of Motoyama 
to include: determining a priority of each of the plurality of communication gateways. 

It would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have modified Motoyama's communication system by the 
teaching of Otsuka (674) for the reason that in order to have a communication with 
different communication protocol at the same time, and it would have allowed users to 
determine the communication protocol and format of the incoming and outgoing 
communication, so that it is parsed according to format which has been determined. 

With respect to claim 32, Motoyama teaches a method, (fig 1-4), further 
comprising receiving a phone number (telephone line 268a of fig 4) associated with the 
receiving device, (col.5, lines 33-35). 

With respect to claim 33, Motoyama teaches a method (fig 1-4), wherein receiving 
a phone number associated with the receiving device comprises receiving the phone 
number from the scanner (copier 6 and 8 of fig 1 ) 
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With respect to claim 34, Motoyama teaches a method, (fig 1-4), wherein 
receiving a phone number associated with the receiving device comprises prompting 
the user and receiving an input from the user, (col. 5, lines 33-35). 

With respect to claim 35, Motoyama teaches a method, (fig 1-4), wherein 
detecting a plurality of communication gateways comprises detecting a MODEM. (228 
of fig 4) 

With respect to claim 36, Motoyama teaches a method, (fig 1-4), wherein detecting 
a plurality of communication gateways comprises detecting (26 of fig 1 ) detect the 
connection) an Internet connection (col. 4, line 27-34). 

With respect to claim 37, Motoyama teaches a method, (fig 1-4), further 
comprising detecting transmission rates for the plurality of communication gateways 
(224, 226, 228, 230 of fig 4). 

With respect to claim 38, Motoyama teaches an article, (fig 1-4), comprising: a 
storage medium (164 of fig 3) having stored thereon instructions, (col. 5, lines 25-30) 
that, if executed, result in: detecting a plurality of communication gateways 9224, 226, 
227, 228 of fig 4, col. 5, lines 33-35); receiving an indication to activate a facsimile 
operation, (operational panel 174 of fig 3) wherein the indication activate the facsimile 
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operation is received in response at least is part to a user pushing a facsimile button on 
a scanner (a copy button keys to control the operation of the copier 8 and 9); 
automatically performing the facsimile operation, wherein the facsimile operation 
comprises delivering an Image captured at the scanner to a receiving device (col. 5, 
lines 37-41). 

Motoyama fail expressly to teach determining a priority of each of the plurality of 
communication gateways. 

Otsuka et al., in the same area of facsimile communication apparatus (as shown 
in fig 1 ), teaches determining a priority of each of the plurality of communication 
gateways, (at least two communication route, col. 12, lines 55-60). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have modified the imaging apparatus of Motoyama 
to include: determining a priority of each of the plurality of communication gateways. 

It would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have modified Motoyama's communication system by the 
teaching of Otsuka (674) for the reason that in order to have a communication with 
different communication protocol at the same time, and it would have allowed users to 
determine the communication protocol and format of the incoming and outgoing 
communication, so that it is parsed according to format which has been determined. 
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With respect to claim 39, Motoyama teaches an article, (fig 1-4), wherein .the 
storage medium (164 of fig 3) has stored thereon further instructions, that, if executed, 
result in receiving a phone number associated with the receiving device (col. 5, lines 25- 
30). 

With respect to claim 40, Motoyama teaches an article, (fig 1-4), wherein receiving 
a phone number (168 of fig 3, represent a telephone col. 5, line 32-34) associated with 
the receiving device comprises receiving the phone number from the scanner (scanner 
194 of fig 3). 

With respect to claim 41 , Motoyama teaches the article, (fig 1-4), wherein 
receiving a phone number (168 of fig 3, represent a telephone col. 5, line 32-34) 
associated with the receiving device comprises prompting the user and receiving an 
input from the user. 

With respect to claim 42, Motoyama teaches the article, (fig 1-4), wherein detecting 
a plurality of communication gateways comprises detecting a MODEM (modem 228 of 
fig 4). 

With respect to claim 43, Motoyama teaches an article, (fig 1-4), wherein detecting a 
plurality of communication gateways comprises detecting an Internet connection (LAN 
interface 230 of fig 4). 



With respect to claim 44, Motoyama teaches an article, (fig 1-4), wherein the 
storage medium (164 of fig 3) has stored thereon further instructions, that, if executed, 
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result in detecting transmission rates for the plurality of communication gateways (col.6, 
lines 20-30, fig 4). 



5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Negussie Worku whose telephone number is 571 -272- 
7472. The examiner can normally be reached on 9am-6pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 



organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, calK800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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